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Cornell University Graduate Students Receive Awards at 
the Experiment Station in Geneva
By Joe Ogrodnick
GENEVA, NY: GENEVA, NY: Th ree  Corne ll U n ivers ity  g raduate 
s tuden ts  recen tly  rece ived aw ards from  the en tom o logy  and 
p lant pa tho logy  depa rtm en ts  at the New  York  S tate 
Ag ricu ltu ra l Experim ent S tation in Geneva, NY.
In en tom ology, Shannon O lsson , a fo u rth -yea r Ph.D  student, 
rece ived the M ichae l V illan i award, and M ark  Sarvary, a 
fou rth -yea r Ph.D. student, rece ived the Paul J. Chapm an 
award. In p lant pathology, M egan Kennelly, a Ph.D. student, 
w as  the first rec ip ien t o f the Robert M. G ilm er award.
The  V illan i Aw ard  is a stipend g iven annua lly  to a g raduate 
studen t in the en tom o logy  depa rtm en t and w as estab lished  by 
en tom o log is t M ichae l V illan i before his un tim e ly  death in 
2001. V illan i set up the award to  he lp g raduate  s tuden ts  w ith 
the ir research  and stipu la ted  a un ique se lection  process: the 
rec ip ien t w as to be chosen by the techn ica l s ta ff ra ther than 
the faculty.
O lsson 's  d isse rta tion  research p ro ject w ith  en tom o log is ts  
W ende ll Roe lo fs  and Tom E isner ana lyzes the e ffect o f 
periphera l chem orecep tion  on detection  o f host vo la tile s  and 
spec ia tion  in Rhago le tis  flies. Two races o f Rhago le tis  m ay be 
fo rm ing  new  spec ies  th rough  hyb rid iza tion  -a com m on 
occu rrence  in p lants but nearly  unknow n to an im als.
The  Chapm an Fe llow sh ip  is aw arded  annua lly  to a graduate 
studen t in en tom o logy  by the fu ll p ro fe sso rs  in the 
departm ent. Se lection  is based on: 1) sc ien tific  qua lity  of 
research  work; 2) pub lica tions and p resentations; and 3) 
invo lvem ent in p ro fess iona l activ ities. C and ida tes  are judged  
on the m erits  o f th e ir ach ievem en ts  w h ile  conducting  g raduate 
stud ies. The  student is prov ided a full y ea r o f tu ition  and fees.
The  Fe llow sh ip  w as  estab lished  by Paul Chapm an, in 1992.
Chapm an w as hired as a fu ll p ro fe sso r o f en tom o logy  in 1929 
and served as head o f the depa rtm en t at Geneva from  
1948-1965. He estab lished  the fe llow sh ip  to  ensure tha t the 
depa rtm en t wou ld  con tinue  to insp ire young en tom o log is ts  to 
fo llow  the p rinc ip les  and ins igh ts  he be lieved im portan t in his 
co lleagues.
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Mark Sarvary receives the 2003-2004 Chapman 
Award: (left to right) Wendell Roelofs, 
entomology department chair; Mark Sarvary; 
entomologists Harvey Reissig and Jan Nyrop 
(Sarvary's co-advisors). CREDIT: J. 
Ogrodnick/NYSAES/Cornell
Megan Kennelly (right), receives the first annual 
Robert M. Gilmer Award from David Gadoury 
(left), senior research associate in the 
department of plant pathology. CREDIT: J. 
Ogrodnick/NYSAES/Cornell
M ark Sarvary, the rec ip ien t o f the 2003-04  Chapm an 
Fe llow sh ip , fo cu ses  on the popu lation  dynam ics  and bio log ica l 
contro l o f the ob ilquebanded  leafroller, a serious pest of 
app les .
The  Robert M . G ilm e r award is funded by an endow m ent
bequeathed  to  the p lant patho logy depa rtm en t at G eneva  by
Gilmer, a facu lty  m em ber in the depa rtm en t from  1950-1975.
Gilmer, w ho  w as in te rna tiona lly  known fo r his research  on
v iru s  d iseases o f dec iduous tree fru its  and grapes, is fond ly
rem em bered  fo r his in te lligence , his b readth o f know ledge o f
p lant d iseases, and fo r being a free th in ke r w ho  cha llenged
conven tiona l v iews. The  G ilm er award supports  presen ta tion  Charles Linn (right), senior research associate in
o f the rec ip ien t's  w o rk  at a sc ien tific  m eeting  o r suppo rts  th e ir  the department of entomology presents Shannon
research  at a co llabora ting  institu tion. Olsson (left) with t he 2004 Villani Award.
CREDIT: J. Ogrodnick/NYSAES/Cornell
Kenne lly  perfo rm s fie ld research  on g rapev ine  dow ny m ildew ,
w ork ing  in both the northern  and sou thern  hem ispheres to  co llect data. She w ill p resen t th ree  papers at the 
annual m eeting  o f the A m erican  Phytopatho log ica l Soc ie ty  (APS) in August.
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